The ultraflex diamond stent for malignant biliary obstruction.
The Ultraflex Diamond stent presents three features that might be of interest when treating biliary strictures: ease of insertion, high flexibility, and presentation of relatively large meshes. Limited clinical studies have shown its efficacy in relieving duct obstruction (in contrast with some other stent models, correct positioning of the Ultraflex Diamond stent provides adequate biliary drainage in almost all cases), and satisfactory long-term patency rates. The main improvement awaited is an efficient means to prevent late stent obstruction. The addition of coverage to this stent is feasible and could be the first step toward this goal.